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activities across selected sites in the province’s three congressional
DOLI: districts. Quantitative data were collected using structured
10.5281/zenod0.19567295 questionnaires to assess income generation, employment
opportunities, and community development, while qualitative data

were obtained through interviews to capture stakeholder experiences
and management issues.

Findings revealed that ecotourism contributes positively to local livelihoods by providing additional income
sources, generating employment, and supporting community development initiatives. Improvements in
infrastructure and access to services were also observed in areas with active ecotourism operations.
However, the study identified several challenges, including unequal distribution of economic benefits,
seasonal income instability, limited infrastructure, and insufficient training for community members.
Governance-related issues such as weak policy enforcement, lack of transparency, and limited community
participation were also evident.

The study concludes that while ecotourism in Albay has strong potential as a tool for sustainable
development, its effectiveness depends on inclusive governance, improved management practices, and
continuous capacity-building efforts. The findings provide empirical insights that can inform policy
development, strengthen ecotourism management, and enhance community-based tourism initiatives.
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INTRODUCTION

Ecotourism has emerged as a sustainable development strategy that seeks to balance environmental
conservation with socio-economic benefits for local communities. It promotes responsible travel to natural
areas while enhancing the well-being of host communities and preserving ecological integrity. In
developing regions such as the Philippines, ecotourism has become an important driver of economic
growth, particularly in rural and environmentally rich provinces like Albay.

Albay, located in the Bicol Region, is widely recognized for its rich natural resources, including
volcanic landscapes, coastal ecosystems, and diverse biodiversity. The province has actively promoted
ecotourism as a means of fostering sustainable development while generating income for local
communities. Various ecotourism sites across the province attract both domestic and international tourists,
contributing to employment opportunities, infrastructure development, and community livelihood.

Despite these benefits, the implementation of ecotourism initiatives presents several managerial
and governance challenges. These include issues related to resource management, stakeholder coordination,
policy enforcement, and equitable distribution of economic benefits. While ecotourism is often associated
with positive socio-economic outcomes, its actual impact on local communities varies depending on how
effectively it is managed and governed.

Understanding the socio-economic impact of ecotourism requires a comprehensive assessment of
both its benefits and challenges. Local communities play a central role in ecotourism, as they are both
beneficiaries and key stakeholders in its implementation. Their level of participation, access to
opportunities, and perception of ecotourism initiatives significantly influence the success and sustainability
of such programs.

In the context of Albay, there is a need to evaluate how ecotourism sites contribute to the socio-
economic development of local communities while also identifying managerial issues that may hinder their
effectiveness. Existing studies often focus on tourism development at a broader level, with limited attention
given to community-level outcomes and governance practices.

This study aims to assess the socio-economic impact of selected ecotourism sites in the Province
of Albay, with particular emphasis on governance practices and managerial challenges. Specifically, it seeks
to examine the extent to which ecotourism contributes to income generation, employment, and community
development, as well as to identify the challenges faced by stakeholders in managing these sites.

By providing empirical insights into the socio-economic outcomes of ecotourism, this study
contributes to the development of more effective management strategies and policies. The findings are
expected to support local government units, tourism stakeholders, and community members in enhancing
the sustainability and inclusivity of ecotourism initiatives.

Review of Related Literature
Ecotourism as a Driver of Sustainable Development

Ecotourism has been widely recognized as a key strategy for achieving sustainable development
by integrating environmental conservation, economic growth, and social equity. It promotes responsible
travel to natural areas while ensuring that local communities benefit from tourism activities. Recent studies
highlight that ecotourism contributes to sustainability by enhancing environmental awareness, supporting

622



ISSN: 3116-3475

- ' LERIP International Journal

of Education, Research, and Innovation Perspectives
Volume 2 Issue 4 (April 2026)

conservation efforts, and fostering economic resilience in local communities (Buckley, 2020; Baloch et al.,
2023).

Furthermore, ecotourism aligns with global sustainability frameworks by encouraging
environmentally responsible practices and community participation. It serves as a mechanism through
which developing regions can achieve economic progress without compromising ecological integrity
(UNWTO, 2023). This dual function makes ecotourism an essential tool for sustainable development in
biodiversity-rich regions such as the Philippines.

Socio-Economic Contributions of Ecotourism

The socio-economic benefits of ecotourism are well-documented, particularly in terms of income
generation, employment creation, and poverty reduction. Ecotourism provides alternative livelihood
opportunities that enable local communities to diversify their income sources and improve their standard
of living (Goodwin, 2021; Eslami et al., 2021).

In addition to direct employment, ecotourism stimulates local economies by creating indirect
opportunities in sectors such as transportation, handicrafts, and food services. This multiplier effect
contributes to overall economic development within host communities (Rasoolimanesh et al., 2023).

However, recent studies emphasize that the distribution of economic benefits is often uneven, with
certain groups gaining more advantages than others. This highlights the need for inclusive tourism practices
that ensure equitable benefit-sharing among community members (Scheyvens & Biddulph, 2022).

Community-Based Ecotourism and Local Empowerment

Community-based ecotourism has gained attention as an approach that promotes local
empowerment and participation. It involves the active engagement of community members in tourism
planning, decision-making, and management, ensuring that they have control over tourism activities and
benefit directly from them (Dangi & Jamal, 2021).

Recent research indicates that community participation enhances the sustainability of ecotourism
by fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility among local residents. It also contributes to social
cohesion and strengthens local institutions (Nguyen & Nguyen, 2023).

However, challenges such as limited knowledge, lack of training, and unequal power dynamics can
restrict meaningful participation. Addressing these barriers is essential to maximize the benefits of
community-based ecotourism.

Governance and Institutional Frameworks in Ecotourism

Governance plays a critical role in the success of ecotourism initiatives. It involves the policies,
regulations, and institutional arrangements that guide tourism development and ensure its sustainability.
Effective governance promotes transparency, accountability, and equitable distribution of benefits among
stakeholders (Bramwell & Lane, 2023).

Recent studies highlight that weak governance structures can lead to issues such as poor policy
enforcement, lack of coordination, and limited community involvement. These challenges can hinder the
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effectiveness of ecotourism programs and reduce their socio-economic impact (Jamal & Camargo, 2022).
Therefore, strengthening governance frameworks is essential to ensure that ecotourism initiatives achieve
their intended objectives.

Environmental Sustainability and Ecotourism

Environmental sustainability is a fundamental principle of ecotourism. It aims to minimize the
negative impacts of tourism activities while promoting conservation and environmental awareness.
Ecotourism has been shown to encourage sustainable practices such as waste management, resource
conservation, and habitat protection (Buckley, 2020).

However, increasing tourist activities can also pose environmental risks if not properly managed.
Issues such as overcrowding, waste generation, and resource depletion can negatively affect ecosystems.
Recent studies emphasize the importance of implementing sustainable management practices to mitigate
these impacts (Baloch et al., 2023). Balancing tourism development with environmental protection remains
a key challenge in ecotourism.

Economic Development and Livelihood Diversification

Ecotourism contributes to economic development by providing alternative livelihood opportunities
for local communities. It supports small businesses, promotes entrepreneurship, and increases demand for
local products and services (Goodwin, 2021).

In rural areas, ecotourism plays a significant role in reducing poverty by creating income-
generating activities that complement traditional livelihoods. This diversification of income sources
enhances economic resilience and stability (Eslami et al., 2021). However, the sustainability of these
economic benefits depends on effective management and the ability of communities to adapt to changing
tourism trends.

Managerial Challenges in Ecotourism Development

Despite its benefits, ecotourism faces several managerial challenges that can affect its sustainability.
These include inadequate infrastructure, limited financial resources, and lack of skilled personnel. Such
challenges can hinder the development and operation of ecotourism sites (Baloch et al., 2023).

In addition, insufficient training and capacity-building programs for community members can limit
their ability to manage tourism activities effectively. Weak coordination among stakeholders further
complicates management efforts, leading to inefficiencies and conflicts (Jamal & Camargo, 2022).
Addressing these challenges is essential for improving the effectiveness of ecotourism initiatives.

Infrastructure and Service Quality

Infrastructure and service quality are critical factors influencing the success of ecotourism. Well-
developed facilities, transportation systems, and visitor services enhance tourist satisfaction and encourage
repeat visits.
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However, many ecotourism destinations struggle with inadequate infrastructure, which limits
accessibility and reduces tourism potential. Investment in infrastructure development and service
improvement is necessary to maximize the benefits of ecotourism (Department of Tourism, 2022).
Improving service quality also requires training and capacity-building programs for tourism workers.

Stakeholder Collaboration and Partnerships

Collaboration among stakeholders is essential for sustainable ecotourism development. Effective
partnerships between government agencies, private sector entities, and local communities facilitate
coordinated decision-making and resource sharing (Rasoolimanesh et al., 2023).

Such collaboration enhances the efficiency of ecotourism initiatives and ensures that the interests
of all stakeholders are considered. However, differences in priorities and power dynamics can create
challenges in achieving effective collaboration (Scheyvens & Biddulph, 2022). Strengthening stakeholder
relationships is therefore crucial for the success of ecotourism.

Ecotourism in the Philippine Context

In the Philippines, ecotourism has been promoted as a strategy for sustainable development and
poverty alleviation. The country’s rich biodiversity and natural attractions provide significant opportunities
for ecotourism development (Department of Tourism, 2022).

Recent observations indicate that communities engaged in ecotourism experience improved
livelihoods through increased income and employment opportunities. Ecotourism also promotes
environmental conservation by encouraging communities to protect natural resources (UNWTO, 2023).

However, challenges such as environmental degradation, inadequate management, and unequal
distribution of benefits persist, highlighting the need for improved governance and management practices.

Research Gap

Despite the extensive literature on ecotourism, several gaps remain. Many studies focus on general
tourism development without examining the specific socio-economic impacts at the community level.

There is also limited research on governance practices and managerial challenges in specific local
contexts such as the Province of Albay. Furthermore, there is a lack of empirical data linking ecotourism
initiatives to measurable socio-economic outcomes.

This study addresses these gaps by providing a comprehensive assessment of the socio-economic
impact of ecotourism in Albay, with a focus on governance and management issues.

METHODOLOGY
Research Design

This study employed a descriptive mixed-methods research design to assess the socio-economic
impact of selected ecotourism sites in the Province of Albay. The design combined both quantitative and
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qualitative approaches to provide a comprehensive understanding of the effects of ecotourism on local
communities.

The quantitative component focused on measuring the extent of socio-economic benefits such as
income generation, employment opportunities, and community development. Meanwhile, the qualitative
component aimed to capture the lived experiences, perceptions, and insights of community members and
stakeholders regarding ecotourism practices and managerial challenges.

This combination of methods allowed for a more holistic analysis, ensuring that numerical data
were supported by contextual explanations and real-world experiences.

Research Locale

The study was conducted in selected ecotourism sites across the three congressional districts of
Albay Province. Albay is known for its rich natural resources, including volcanic landscapes, coastal areas,
and biodiversity-rich environments that serve as major ecotourism attractions.

The selected sites represent diverse ecotourism settings, including coastal, upland, and protected
areas, providing a comprehensive view of ecotourism practices within the province. These locations were
chosen based on their active tourism operations and involvement of local communities in tourism-related
activities.

The province’s strong emphasis on ecotourism development makes it an appropriate setting for
examining socio-economic impacts and governance practices.

Respondents of the Study

The respondents of the study consisted of local community members actively engaged in
ecotourism-related activities within the selected sites. These included tour guides, small business owners,
service providers, and residents benefiting from tourism operations.

A total of thirty-nine (39) respondents participated in the study. The respondents were selected
based on their direct involvement in ecotourism activities, ensuring that they could provide relevant and
informed insights regarding its socio-economic impact. Their experiences and perspectives were essential
in understanding how ecotourism influences livelihoods, employment, and community development.

Sampling Technique

The study utilized a purposive sampling technique to select respondents who are directly involved
in ecotourism activities. This approach ensured that participants possess the necessary knowledge and
experience to provide meaningful data relevant to the objectives of the study. Purposive sampling was
appropriate for this research as it focused on specific individuals who are actively engaged in the ecotourism
sector. This allowed the study to gather in-depth information from respondents who are most affected by
and involved in ecotourism initiatives.

626



ISSN: 3116-3475

W '” ERIP International Journal

of Education, Research, and Innovation Perspectives
Volume 2 Issue 4 (April 2026)

Research Instruments

The study used both quantitative and qualitative data collection instruments. For the quantitative
component, a structured survey questionnaire was utilized to measure the socio-economic impact of
ecotourism. The questionnaire included items related to income generation, employment opportunities,
access to resources, and community development. Responses were measured using a Likert scale to
determine the level of agreement or extent of impact.

For the qualitative component, interview guides were used to gather detailed insights from
respondents. The interviews focused on governance practices, managerial challenges, and personal
experiences related to ecotourism activities.

The combination of these instruments allowed for the collection of both measurable data and rich
descriptive information.

Data Gathering Procedure
The data collection process involved several stages to ensure accuracy and reliability.

First, permission was obtained from relevant local authorities and site administrators to conduct the
study. Coordination with community leaders was also carried out to facilitate the identification and
participation of respondents.

Survey questionnaires were distributed to selected respondents, and sufficient time was given for
them to complete the forms. The researcher ensured that all questions were clearly explained to avoid
misinterpretation.

For the qualitative component, interviews were conducted with selected participants. These
interviews were carried out in a structured manner, allowing respondents to share their experiences and
perspectives in detail.

All data were carefully recorded and organized for analysis.

Data Analysis
The collected data were analyzed using both quantitative and qualitative methods.

For the quantitative data, descriptive statistics such as frequency, percentage, and mean were used
to summarize the responses. These measures helped determine the level of socio-economic impact of
ecotourism on local communities.

For the qualitative data, thematic analysis was employed to identify common patterns, themes, and
insights from the interview responses. This approach allowed the researcher to interpret the experiences of
respondents and understand the underlying issues related to governance and management.

The integration of quantitative and qualitative analysis provided a comprehensive understanding of
the findings.
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Ethical Considerations

Ethical standards were strictly observed throughout the conduct of the study. Respondents were
informed about the purpose of the research and their voluntary participation was ensured.

Confidentiality and anonymity were maintained by not disclosing the identities of participants in
any part of the study. All data collected were used solely for research purposes.

The researcher also ensured that the study did not cause any harm or inconvenience to the
respondents and that their rights were respected at all times.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Presentation of Findings

This section presents the findings of the study on the socio-economic impact of selected ecotourism
sites in the Province of Albay. The results are organized according to key variables, including income
generation, employment opportunities, community development, governance practices, and managerial
challenges. The data gathered from the respondents were analyzed to determine the extent of the impact of
ecotourism on local communities.

Overall, the findings indicate that ecotourism has a positive socio-economic impact on local
communities. Respondents reported improvements in livelihood opportunities, increased income, and
enhanced access to basic services. However, despite these benefits, several managerial and governance
challenges were also identified, which affect the sustainability and effectiveness of ecotourism initiatives.

Income Generation

The results revealed that ecotourism significantly contributes to income generation among local
community members. Many respondents indicated that their involvement in tourism-related activities has
provided them with additional sources of income. These include earnings from guiding services,
accommodation, food vending, transportation, and the sale of local products.

The increase in income has enabled households to meet their daily needs, improve their standard
of living, and invest in small businesses. For some respondents, ecotourism has become their primary source
of livelihood, reducing dependence on traditional income sources such as farming and fishing.

However, the findings also show that income from ecotourism is not always stable. Seasonal
fluctuations in tourist arrivals and external factors such as weather conditions and economic changes can
affect earnings. This highlights the need for strategies that promote income stability and diversification of
livelihood opportunities.

Employment Opportunities

Ecotourism has created various employment opportunities for local residents. Respondents
reported that tourism activities have opened job opportunities in areas such as tour guiding, hospitality
services, maintenance, and transportation.
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These opportunities have contributed to reducing unemployment and underemployment in local
communities. The availability of jobs within the community also minimizes the need for residents to seek
employment in distant locations, allowing them to remain close to their families.

Despite these positive outcomes, some respondents noted that employment opportunities are often
limited and may not be available to all members of the community. In some cases, positions are concentrated
among a small group of individuals, leading to unequal access to employment. This suggests the need for
more inclusive employment practices in ecotourism operations.

Community Development

The study found that ecotourism contributes to community development by supporting
infrastructure improvements and enhancing access to basic services. Respondents observed developments
such as improved roads, better transportation facilities, and increased availability of utilities in areas with
active ecotourism sites.

Ecotourism has also encouraged community participation in local development initiatives.
Community members have become more involved in environmental conservation activities and tourism
management, fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility.

However, the extent of community development varies across different sites. Some areas
experience more significant improvements than others, depending on the level of tourism activity and the
effectiveness of management practices. This indicates that the benefits of ecotourism are not evenly
distributed.

Governance Practices

Governance plays a crucial role in the success of ecotourism initiatives. The findings show that
local government units and tourism authorities are actively involved in the management of ecotourism sites.
Policies and regulations are in place to guide tourism activities and ensure environmental protection.

Respondents acknowledged the presence of governance structures, including coordination between
local officials and community organizations. These structures help facilitate the implementation of tourism
programs and the management of resources.

However, several challenges were identified in governance practices. These include limited
enforcement of policies, lack of transparency in decision-making, and insufficient involvement of
community members in planning processes. These issues can affect the effectiveness of ecotourism
management and reduce community trust.

Managerial Challenges

Despite the positive impacts of ecotourism, the study identified several managerial challenges that
affect its sustainability. One of the primary challenges is the lack of adequate infrastructure, which limits
accessibility and reduces the overall quality of tourist experiences.

Another challenge is the limited availability of financial resources for site development and
maintenance. This affects the ability of stakeholders to improve facilities and services.
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The study also found that there is a lack of training and capacity-building programs for community
members involved in tourism. This limits their ability to provide high-quality services and manage tourism
operations effectively.

Additionally, coordination among stakeholders is sometimes weak, leading to inefficiencies and
conflicts. These challenges highlight the need for improved management strategies and stronger
collaboration among stakeholders.

Overall Discussion

The findings of the study demonstrate that ecotourism has a significant positive impact on the socio-
economic conditions of local communities in Albay. It provides income, creates employment opportunities,
and contributes to community development.

However, the benefits of ecotourism are accompanied by challenges related to governance and
management. Issues such as unequal distribution of benefits, limited infrastructure, and lack of capacity-
building programs can hinder the sustainability of ecotourism initiatives.

The results suggest that while ecotourism has strong potential as a tool for sustainable development,
its success depends on effective management, inclusive governance, and continuous improvement of
practices. Addressing the identified challenges is essential to maximize the benefits of ecotourism and
ensure its long-term sustainability.

Conclusion

This study assessed the socio-economic impact of selected ecotourism sites in the Province of
Albay, with particular emphasis on governance practices and managerial challenges. Based on the findings,
it can be concluded that ecotourism plays a significant role in improving the socio-economic conditions of
local communities.

Ecotourism has contributed positively to income generation, employment opportunities, and
community development. Many local residents have benefited from tourism-related activities, which
provide alternative sources of livelihood and reduce dependence on traditional economic practices. The
development of infrastructure and access to basic services in areas with active ecotourism sites further
highlights its contribution to local development.

However, the study also revealed that the benefits of ecotourism are not equally distributed among
community members. Some individuals have greater access to opportunities than others, leading to
disparities within communities. Additionally, income derived from ecotourism is often unstable due to
seasonal fluctuations and external factors.

Governance practices were found to be present but not fully effective. While local authorities and
stakeholders are involved in managing ecotourism sites, issues such as limited policy enforcement, lack of
transparency, and insufficient community participation were identified. These challenges affect the
efficiency and sustainability of ecotourism initiatives.

Furthermore, managerial challenges such as inadequate infrastructure, limited financial resources,
lack of training, and weak stakeholder coordination were observed. These issues hinder the ability of
ecotourism sites to maximize their potential benefits.
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Overall, the study concludes that ecotourism in Albay has strong potential as a tool for sustainable
development. However, its long-term success depends on effective governance, inclusive participation, and
improved management practices.

Implications of the Study
The findings of this study have several important implications for policy, practice, and research.

From a policy perspective, the study highlights the need for stronger governance frameworks that
ensure transparency, accountability, and equitable distribution of benefits. Policymakers should focus on
enhancing regulations and enforcement mechanisms to improve the management of ecotourism sites.

From a practical standpoint, the study emphasizes the importance of capacity-building initiatives
for local communities. Training programs on tourism management, customer service, and entrepreneurship
can empower community members and improve the quality of services offered.

The findings also suggest that infrastructure development should be prioritized to enhance
accessibility and improve the overall tourist experience. Investment in facilities and services can increase
tourist satisfaction and contribute to the sustainability of ecotourism.

For stakeholders, the study underscores the importance of collaboration and coordination among
government agencies, private sector participants, and local communities. Effective partnerships can lead to
better resource management and more successful implementation of ecotourism initiatives.

From a research perspective, the study provides baseline data that can be used for future studies on
ecotourism and community development. It also highlights the need for further research on governance
practices and their impact on tourism sustainability.

Recommendations
Based on the findings and conclusions of the study, the following recommendations are proposed:

e Local government units should strengthen governance practices by ensuring transparency in
decision-making and increasing community participation in planning and implementation
processes. Policies should be effectively enforced to maintain environmental sustainability and
equitable benefit distribution.

e Ecotourism site managers should implement capacity-building programs for community members.
Training in tourism operations, customer service, and business management can enhance skills and
improve service quality.

e Efforts should be made to improve infrastructure and facilities in ecotourism sites. This includes
better transportation access, sanitation facilities, and visitor services to enhance the overall tourist
experience.

o Stakeholders should promote inclusive practices that ensure equal access to opportunities for all
community members. This can help reduce disparities and improve the overall impact of
ecotourism on local communities.

e Strategies for income diversification should be developed to address the issue of seasonal income
fluctuations. Alternative livelihood programs can provide additional sources of income for
community members.
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e Future researchers are encouraged to expand the scope of the study by including more ecotourism
sites, larger sample sizes, and additional variables such as environmental impact and tourist
satisfaction. Longitudinal studies may also be conducted to assess changes over time.

e Finally, collaboration among government agencies, researchers, and the private sector should be
strengthened to promote sustainable and inclusive ecotourism development in the Province of
Albay.
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